WOODROW WILSON

1856-1924

On December 28, 1856, there was born in Staunton,
Virginia, a baby boy who, when he grew to man-
hood, was to behold a magnificent vision, to give to the
world a new hope, and then to see the great thing he
had created cast aside, not by foreign nations but by
his own countrymen. The name of this little boy was
Thomas Woodrow Wilson.

" Tommy ", as he was called during his childhood,
was of Scottish descent, though on his father's side the
family had lived in County Down, Ulster, for two hun-
dred years before his grandfather, James Wilson, emi-
grated to America in 1808. His mother, before her
marriage, had been Miss Janet Woodrow, daughter
of Thomas Woodrow, a Glasgow graduate, and both
his parents belonged to the stern Presbyterian creed.
Tommy's father was, in fact, a Presbyterian minister
in Staunton, poor in pocket but rich in intelleqt, and it
was in an atmosphere of mild poverty, books, kindliness,
and a deep religious faith that young Wilson passed his
boyhood years.

The boy was not strong; indeed, he did not go to
school till he was nine, and though he was not a spoil-
sport, games held no special appeal for him, and all his
life his interests were more of the mind than of the body.

Wilson was four when the Civil War began in April,
1861, and the following year the family moved south
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